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East Street and Maple Lane are one of the agricultural 
hubs in the Town of Petersham. Particularly after crossing the 
East Branch of the Swift River at Brown Pond and rising up 
the hill, there’s a stretch of hay and crop fields interspersed 
by hedgerows along stone walls or stream corridors. Many of 
these fields are already permanently protected and available 
for continued farming into the future. For instance, in 2016 
EQLT facilitated the Town’s conservation restriction purchase 
of the former 235-acre Gross family farm.
	 Across Quaker Lane from the former Gross family farm 
are two parcels that are part of the Barnes family history in 
Petersham. The house (now removed) located on East Street 
was once a tavern welcoming guests as they traveled between 
Petersham and Barre and beyond. The farm was a traditional 
homestead with several cows, horses, chickens and vegetable 
plot. More recently the fields were hayed for animal feed and 
keep the prime agricultural soils open and productive. 

	 Just about half of this 25-acre property is wooded 
and slopes southerly down to Moccasin Brook. The woods are 
heavy to white pine, reflecting the past agricultural history of 
cleared pasture for animal grazing along the slopes. There are 
mixed hardwoods found in pockets along the slopes and brook 
corridor. Remnants of a dam and mill structure are still visible 
along the brook. 
	 Last winter EQLT was approached by representatives 
of the two brothers who own the land with their spouses. 
“Would EQLT be interested in assisting these families in con-
serving the land and transitioning to the next owners?” After 
reviewing the natural values of the land – prime agricultural 

soils, important waterway, and connection to already pre-
served lands – the EQLT land committee and board responded 
with a resounding “Yes!” 
	 The Commonwealth’s Conservation Partnership grant 
program agreed that conservation of these acres is important, 
awarding a reimbursement grant up to $115,250 to EQLT once 
a conservation restriction is recorded over the bulk of the 
property. Several key steps have started and more to come 
before finalizing the transaction by June 30, 2025. 

•	 The property is listed “For Sale” on New England Farm-
land Finder, the central on-line listing for farm seekers 
in our region. Responses to the request for proposal 
will be reviewed and awarded to the best farmer-farm 
family candidate. EQLT will keep looking until the next 
farmers/owners are found.

•	 The conservation restriction language allows agricul-
ture and forest management uses in ways that sustain 
healthy soils and provide flexibility into the future. 

•	 The Petersham Conservation Commission agreed to 
co-hold the conservation restriction with EQLT, which 
meets an important requirement for acceptance of 
state land conservation funds. 

•	 Matching dollars to make all this happen are being 
requested. Already $50,000 is secured. If you’d like to 
support conservation of this property, go to the web-
site to learn more. 

•	 A percolation test and survey are needed to designate 
approximately 2-acres for future housing. The location 
will be along East Street and based on soil quality.

Placing a conservation restriction on the property lowers the 
purchase price making the land more affordable to farmers. 
Plus, retaining a building lot allows a farm-family to live on 
the land to care for the crops and animals that they’ll raise for 
themselves and for market. 

Excerpt from the Town of Petersham’s 2024 
Open Space and Recreation Plan:

“The Petersham community is determined to protect local farming 
operations, with special emphasis on supporting farms producing 
food for local residents. However, prime agricultural soils, those 
that the USDA has identified as best for producing food, make up 
less than 5% of Petersham’s area. A significant portion of the prime 
agricultural soils in the Eastern Agricultural District are in active 
agricultural use and are under permanent protection from devel-
opment, which goes a long way to ensure this precious resource is 
available for generations to come.”
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All Flourishing Is Mutual.

	 Robin Wall Kimmerer’s new book “The Serviceberry: 
Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World” is the 
focus of EQLT winter book club meeting, coming up on 
February 6th. We’ll meet at our offices, 120 Ridge Road 
in Hardwick, at 6pm for a potluck meal and discussion 
of her impactful insights about human community and 
our relationship to the natural world. No need to read 
the book in advance ̶ we will start the conversation with 
specific passages. 
	 Below are just a few to give you a sense of her 
writing style and insights:
“This abundance of berries feels like a pure gift from the 
land. I have not earned, paid for, nor labored for them. 
There is no mathematics of worthiness that reckons I 
deserve them in any way. And yet here they are – along with 
the sun and the air and the birds and the rain, gathering 
towers of cumulonimbi, a distant storm building. You could 
call them natural resources or ecosystem services, but the 
Robins and I know them as gifts. We both sing gratitude 
with our mouths full.”
“Enumerating the gifts you’ve received creates a sense 
of abundance, the knowing that you already have what 
you need. Recognizing “enoughness” is a radical act in an 
economy that is always urging us to consume more.”
“Abundance is fueled by constantly circulating materials, 
not wasting them.”
“Saskatoon, Juneberry, Shadbush, Shadblow, Sugarplum, 
Sarvis, Serviceberry – these are among the many names 
for Amelanchier. Ethnobotanists know that the more 
names a plant has, the greater the cultural importance. 
The tree is beloved for its fruits, for medicinal use, and for 
the early froth of flowers that whiten woodland edges at 
the first hint of spring. Serviceberry is known as a calendar 
plant, so faithful is it to seasonal weather patterns. Its 
bloom is a sign that the ground has thawed.”
	 There are many more nuggets of inspiration 
encouraging the reader to see a world full of abundance 
and recognizing our role in passing along the gifts. 

Please join us!

THE EAST QUABBIN LAND TRUST 
fosters a meaningful relationship with the 

natural world by conserving, connecting with 
and caring for the farmlands, woodlands 
and waters in the East Quabbin region of 

Massachusetts.

Visit our website at www.EQLT.org 
or “Like” us on Facebook and 

Instagram!

For more information about the land trust, to 
become a member, or request a change of 
address, please contact us at: 
 
 		  East Quabbin Land Trust
 		  P.O. Box 5, 120 Ridge Road
 		  Hardwick, MA 01037
 		  413-477-8229 
 		  Email: office@EQLT.org
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THE EAST QUABBIN LAND TRUST 
fosters a meaningful relationship with the 

natural world by conserving, connecting with 
and caring for the farmlands, woodlands 
and waters in the East Quabbin region of 

Massachusetts.

Two-Eyed Seeing - Braiding Together Indigenous 
and Western Knowledges 
By Catriona Standfield

For more information about the land trust, to 
become a member, or request a change of 
address, please contact us at: 
 
 		  East Quabbin Land Trust
 		  P.O. Box 5, 120 Ridge Road
 		  Hardwick, MA 01037
 		  413-477-8229 
 		  Email: office@EQLT.org

	 The beginning of a new year is a time when we 
reflect on the year gone by and plan for the next one. It’s 
therefore a fitting moment to think about the future of 
conservation as it relates to our past, especially the legacies 
of colonialism in North America. What can we learn from 
this history? What should we keep or leave behind? 
Increasingly, partnerships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people reveal new possibilities for the future of 
land care. In this short piece, I discuss how we can ‘braid’ 
Indigenous and Western approaches together in ways that 
benefit the land and people. 
	 ‘Braiding together’ Indigenous and 
Western ecological knowledges means 
appreciating each tradition’s knowledge 
and practices and finding ways to bring 
them together. Integrating them isn’t 
about restoring some pre-colonial past, 
but about equipping our communities to 
deal with current and future challenges. 
A concept from the Mi’kmaw nation that 
helps to explain this approach is ‘Two-Eyed 
Seeing.’ This is described by elder Albert 
Marshall: 

‘…Two-Eyed Seeing is the gift of multiple 
perspective…It refers to learning to see 
from one eye with the strengths of 
Indigenous knowledges and ways of 
knowing, and from the other eye with the strengths of 
Western knowledges and ways of knowing, and to using 
both these eyes together, for the benefit of all.’1

	 Both Indigenous and Western knowledges provide 
valuable Two-Eyed Seeing brings together the best of 
Indigenous and Western land care approaches in ways that 
benefit both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. 
	 What can Two-Eyed Seeing look like in practice? 
Fortunately, we don’t have to go very far for examples. For 
instance, take the partnership between Dennis Conservation 
Land Trust (DCLT), whose lands fall within the current and 
ancestral home of the Wampanoag people on Cape Cod, 
and the Native Land Conservancy (NLC), the first Native-run 
conservancy in the Eastern US. Founded in 2012, the NLC 
aims to restore ties between Indigenous people and the 
land, and repair land damaged through colonial practices. 
The NLC has a range of strategies, from outright legal 
ownership to co-management with local land trusts.
	 In 2016, DCLT negotiated a Cultural Respect 
Agreement with the NLC to allow access to its largest 
property. In 2021, DCLT decided to go further by creating 
a Cultural Respect Easement, which gives NLC access to all 
DCLT lands for ceremony and other traditional purposes, 

forever. According to Ramona Peters, the NLC President:  

‘A Cultural Respect Easement is the closest expression 
of land repatriation to indigenous people achieved 
without an actual transfer of deed. It offers assurance 
for us to safely access areas of our ancestral homelands 
to exercise spiritual and cultural practices. Respect for 
our culture includes respect for our relationship with the 
earth, especially in areas where our ancestors prayed, 
danced, toiled, lived and were buried.’2	

		 Since then, the NLC has partnered 
with other land trusts. The New England 
Wilderness Trust (NEWT) donated part of 
the Muddy Pond Preserve in Kingston, 
to NLC. The Wampanoag Common Lands 
project is restoring Muddy Pond’s native 
plants and animals. It is also a place 
for ceremony and passing on cultural 
knowledge.
		 These practices of Two-Eyed Seeing 
benefit Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people alike. Wampanoag and other 
Indigenous people are able to reaffirm 
their relations to the land. NLC carries 
out care practices including ceremonies, 
restoring native plants and animals, and 
removing invasive species. They are also 

able to foster good management based on the principle 
of restoring balance. Alongside the cultural benefits, this 
has had positive ecological outcomes: NEWT has recently 
reported on the flourishing of rare plants, including the 
Plymouth Rose Gentian (Sabata kennedyana) and New 
England Boneset (Eupatorium novae-angliae).
	 The partnerships between NLC and land trusts 
are just some examples of Two-Eyed Seeing in practice: 
We can imagine many ways we could adapt it to EQLT’s 
context. My hope is that these practices can inspire us to 
see conservation as not just about the land, plants, birds, 
and animals, but also about how we can establish good 
relations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples, 
value diverse ways of relating to nature, and make our 
outdoors communities accessible to all. Building a strong, 
diverse, and broad coalition of people is the only way 
we will address existential threats to the ecosystems we 
depend on and love. 

Sources

1 Bartlett, C., Marshall, M., & Marshall, A. (2012). Two-Eyed Seeing and Other Lessons Learned Within a Co-

Learning Journey of Bringing Together Indigenous and Mainstream Knowledges and Ways of Knowing. Jour-

nal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, 2(4), 331–340, https://doi.org/10.1007/s13412-012-0086-8, p. 335.

2 Early, J. (2022). DCLT-NLC Cultural Respect Easement. Dennis Conservation Land Trust. https://denniscon-

servationlandtrust.org/dclt-nlc-cultural-respect-easement/

Graphic from Braiding Indigenous and 
Western Knowledge for Climte-Adapted 
Forests: An Ecocultural State of Science 

Report. March 2024
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2024 Donor List
∞ = Sustainer, *  = New Donor

Every gift is important to us and helps fulfill our mission together. We 
are only able to accomplish important conservation, stewardship and 
education efforts with your support. Thank you for your generosity!

             

Anonymous (14)
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    Achilles
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Candace Anderson
Doug Anderson & 
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    Audette
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    Bafaro
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    Bagdonas
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Alfred & Lydia Barter
Merlon Bassett
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    Brooks
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     Broschart
Anne & Donald Brown
Eva & David Brown
Brenda Brownell *
Pamela S. Bryson
Chris Buelow & 
    Jenna Garvey ∞
Sharyn Buelow ∞
Susan & Raymond 
    Burk
Tina Bussone
Beth Cafarella
BJ & Aly Cameron
William & Susan 
    Cameron
Leonard Campbell *
Lucy M. Candib M.D.
Sharon Carrier ∞
Daniel & Suzanne 
    Cashman
Richard & Anne 
    Cavanaugh ∞
Andrew Champagne
Eric Chivian, MD & 
    Constance Jacobson
Robert Clark & 
    Fifi Scoufopoulos
Barbara Clough
Thomas Clough
Judy Cmero
Lisa Cohen & 
    Neil Halin ∞
William Cole & 
    Chris Greene
Al & Kathy Collings
Paul M. Connelly
Nym Cooke & 
    Daphne Slocombe
William Cote
Dave and Jaye Cotter

Seth Craig
Edward Cronin *
Christopher and 
Andrea Culross
Patricia and Richard 
    Culross
Mary Beth & Jay Czaja
David & Karen Davis
Laura & Nathan Davis
W. Neil & Paula 
    Dawson
Frederick Day
Kathryn Delisle
Roger Deschenes
Thomas J. DeSellier
Charles DiCapua & 
    Laura Fasano
John Dieckmann
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Lee Dougan &
    Kathleen Clark-
    Dougan
Donald R. Duffy
Sarah Durham & 
    Craig Winer
Joan Duris
Evelyn Enos
John Ewing
W. Gerard & Lynette
    Fallon
John Falxa & 
    Valerie Raymond
Rebecca Fay
Carolyn Fine Friedman 
  & Jeremiah Friedman
David & Joan 
     Fitzgerald
Maureen Flannery
Gyano Gibson & 
    Donald Fletcher
Richard & Susan Fly ∞
Julieane & Doug Frost
Dorothy Fullam
Julie Gittins
Alice & Rick Godfrey ∞
Krista & Jay Goguen
Ed Gossett
Karen Goudey
David & Catherine 
    Graham
Nancy B. Grimes
Robert Grodzicki
Marcia & Richard Haas

Margaret Haight & 
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Kimberly Haling ∞
Gloria Hanks
Clarisse Hart & 
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Bob Hatch & 
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Timothy & Debra 
    Hawley
Clare & Rick Hendra
Cynthia & John 
    Henshaw ∞
Ellen Herbert & 
    Rick Neale
Haley C. Hewitt
Bradley & Anna Mae 
    Hibbard
Ann & Jeff Hicks ∞
Jane & Brian Higgins
Susan & Ronald 
    Higgins
Stacey Hill & 
    Stan Remiszewski
Paul & Janice Hills
Pamela Hinckley
Alan Hodder & 
    Harbour Fraser 
    Hodder
Brad & Carleen 
    Hoffman *
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Ed Hood & 
    Nan Wolverton
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    Housman
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    Alan Rawle
Anne S. Hrobsky
Philip Hubbard & 
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    Hyder
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    Jacques
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    Jaquith

Catherine Jenkins
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Sherrill & Warren 
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Thomas R. Josie
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    Thomas & Donald 
    Root
Richard J. Kisten
Martha & Brian 
    Klassanos
Mark & Jacqui Klee ∞
Louisa Knowles
Richard & Margaret 
    Knowlton
Barry Koch *
Glenn Koenig
Christine Komenda
Paul Koulouris & 
    Susan Huettner
Maria A. Lasagna
Christopher Laursen
Daniel Leahy & 
    Julia Rabin
Dan Lincoln
Susan & Roger Lincoln ∞
Sam Lovejoy & 
    Kathy Schermerhorn
Jackie & Stuart Lynn
Elaine M. Dill
David Maher
Diane & Ken Mammone
Myron & Suri Maron
Barb & Stan Martowski
Donna & Ray 
    Matthews
Mark Mattson & 
    Judy Lane ∞

Abby & Don Mayou
Jane & Ken McCauley
William & Nancy 
    McComas
Sarah McMaster
Tamar Meadowhawk ∞
Alan Medville & 
    Roberta Miller
Phil Milgrom & 
    Nancy Nowak
Richard & Patricia 
    Miller
James Moore
Ian Moran
Janet & Daniel Moran
Stephen & Susan 
     Morrall
Deborah & Douglas 
    Morrison
Jennifer & John Mott
Wendy Murakami *
Julie & Joseph 
    Murkette
Elizabeth Nadolski
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    Regina Edmonds
Marge & Raymond 
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Elizabeth Newell
Anne-Marie & Tim 
    Nolan
John & Paula Nolan
Walter & Wendy 
    Nutter ∞
Harriet and Timothy 
    O’Brien ∞
Susan O’Brien & 
    Richard Shaw
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John O’Keefe
James D Osborne
Carol E Ouellette
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    Ouimette
Barbara & Bob Page
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Theresa & Dave Parker
Jim & Elsa Partan
Lucy I Pelland
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Our Sincerest Thank You to All of Our Supporters!

             

Bruce & Betsy Pennino
Mike Perkins ∞
Janet & Brian Pierce
Cheryl Poirier
Deborah & David 
    Poppel
Barbara Portal
Bud & Janet Pratt
Kenneth Prestwich & 
    Catherine Langtimm ∞
Michele Pugnaire
Yvonne L. Pulchtopek
Laura Rankin
Megan & Joe Raskett
Richard & Claire 
    Reavey
Virginia Reed
Sheila & William Rees
Jerry & Liz Reilly ∞
Ginny Rich
Patricia & Eugene Rich
Ruediger Rivkin Haag *
Pamela & Raymond 
    Robinson ∞
Richard Romano & 
    Lisa Nash
Keith Ross & 
    Louise Doud
R. Todd Rossel & 
    Jennifer Taylor-Rossel
Barbara Rossman
Bill Roy
Ruth Rubin
Anne Rylestone
Edward Salminen
David Salvadore
Janet Sandquist-
    Skagerlind & Paul 
    Skagerlind
Mary Ellen & 
    Michael Sanford
Cynthia Schlener
Courtney Schlosser & 
    Susan Coles
Donalyn & Thomas 
    Schofield
Charlene Schulman
Stephanie Selden
Joseph & Nancy 
    Seremeth
Bonnie Shattuck & 
    Ira Hoffman

Clinton & Lynn Shaw∞
Fraser & Jean Sinclair
John & Maureen Sisco
Denise Slowik Moran 
    & James Moran
Ellen & Bob Smith
Joyce Smith
Linda Snider
Catriona Standfield & 
    Andrew Wiewel
Martin Standrowicz & 
    Carleen McQuaid
John Stelmokas
Genevieve & Glenn 
    Stillman
Michael J. Stoll
Margos & Janet Stone
Mr. Jean Talbot *
Jane Taylor
Stephen & Octavia 
    Taylor
Beth Thompson
Wendy Thompson
Ann Townsend & 
    Richard McCrae
Marcia Triggs ∞
Philip & Josephine 
    Truesdell
Gloria & John Turner
Curtis & Margaret 
    Upshaw
Helen & Steven 
    Urbanovitch
Sarah Valentine *
Will & Anne Van 
    Arsdell
Eric Vollheim & 
    Lucinda Childs
Randall & Joan Walker
Susan Wallis
Eric & Sarah Ward
James Waz
Harold & Michelle 
    Webb
Jochen & Mary Ann 
    Welsch
William & Faith Welsh
Bart Wendell & 
    Sandra Whaley
Richard & Eleanor 
    Werle

Charles & Margaret 
    White
Frank & Patricia White
Stan & Abbie White
Cheryl Wolfe
Diana Wood
Sargent Wood & 
    Bonnie Chen
Henry & Annie 
    Woolsey
John & Ann Woolsey
Mary Woolsey & 
    Mark Peterson
Susan Worth & 
    Rick Jones
Luke & Kim Wright
Paul & Sheila Youd
Brian & Sue Young
Dr. Joann Elizabeth 
    Young
Paul Zapun
Bill Zinni
John and Judith Zona ∞

Gift 
Memberships
Robert Cowart *
Laura Grunwerg *
Justin McAlister *
Jessica Milan *
Bill Sobczak *

Business 
Supporters
Agronomy Farm 
    Vineyard
Ahearn Equipment, 
    Inc.
Arbella Insurance 
    Foundation, Inc.
Atlantic Capital 
    Strategies, Inc.
Autumn Morning 
    Apiary
Bell and Hudson 
    Insurance Agency, 
    Inc.
Berube Real Estate
Blue Darner Granola

Bowditch & Dewey, 
    LLP
Cornerstone Bank
Country Bank
Dresser and 
    McGourthy, LLP
E.P. Wine Inc.
Emily Slezak Fine 
    Gardening
First Congregational 
    Church of West 
    Brookfield
Garrett Wade
Gavitt Wire and Cable 
    Co., Inc.
Get Up and Dance
Golden Goose 
    Geoponics
Green Leaf 
    Construction
Hardwick Farmers’ 
    Cooperative 
    Exchange
Hardwick Sugar Shack
Higgins Energy 
    Alternatives
Iaomai Integrated 
    Therapies
Kip’s Christmas Tree 
    Farm
Lamoureux Ford, Inc.
Landry and Meilus, LLP
Lost Towns Brewing
Louise Garwood 
    Landscape Design
Mace Chasm Farm
Many Hands Organic 
    Farm
Microsoft
North Brookfield   
    Savings Bank
Paypal Giving Fund
Petersham Sanitary 
    Service, LLC
Petraglia Real Estate 
    Services
Pioneer Valley 
    Environmental, LLC
Quirk Wire Co.
R.N. Glidden 
    Landscaping Services
Ragged Hill Cider Co.
Ragged Hill Orchard

Rose 32 Bread
Salvadore Chevrolet
Sati Associates, LLC
SFS of New England, 
    Inc.
Sherman Oil Co., Inc
Still Life Farm
Stillman’s Greenhouses 
    & Farm Stand, Inc
Sugar Maple Trailside 
    Inn
The Centered Place 
    Yoga Studio
The Cultural Center at 
    Eagle Hill
The Hanover Theatre 
    for the Performing 
    Arts
The Senator Stephen 
    Brewer Committee
The Westbrook 
    Insurance Agency, 
    Inc.
W.R. Robinson Lumber 
    Co., Inc.
Walker Farm at 
    Whortleberry Hill
Ware Grange 164, Inc.
Ware River Power, Inc.

Wendy Bolognesi, LMT  
    Massage Therapy
West Brookfield Art 
    and Frame
Worcester Art 
     Museum

Foundations
Bank of America 
    Charitable Gift Fund
JoAnn Waite Bennett 
    Memorial Fund
A Greener Greater 
    Boston
J. Irving and Jane L. 
    England Charitable 
    Trust
Lionel M. and Cynthia 
    E. Lamoureux Fund 
    of GWCF
Plourde Family 
    Charitable Trust

Seattle Foundation
The Lawrence & Lillian 
    Solomon Fund, Inc.
The Edward and 
    Barbara Urban 
    Foundation

In Honor of
Synthia Banthin
Marchy Bowden
Terry Briggs
Caren Caljouw
Louise Garwood
Denise Moran
nature
Nicholson Family
Jerry and Liz Reilly
Louisa Rossel
Magi Durham Ziff

In Memory of
Walter and Catherine 
    Bortnick
Patrick Brown
Terry Briggs
Ray Buelow
George E. 
    Castongauy, Jr.
Margaret Carol Cole
Wayne Cullen
Margaret Dymon
Luca Gibson
John Gittins
Stanley Grodzicki
Roger and Lorna 
    Henshaw
Charles Hinckley
Mick Huppert
John Jenkins
Chuck Kidd
Sid Lancto
David J.J. Parker
Donna J. Rich
Richard Rossman
Allen Rubin
Fred Talevi
Mary Ellen Welsh
David Wood
Dorothy Wood
Barbara Young
Ann Gaynor Zapun
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EQLT’s Access & Equity committee (A&E) thinks 
deeply about how to improve our projects and programs, 
including making our preserves and properties more 
accessible to people of all physical abilities. With currently 
twenty-five areas open to visitation, there’s a lot to cover. 
A&E teamed up with our Stewardship Committee to work 
on this project. Architect Phillip Warbasse, Warbasse 
Associates, is a key member of this work. 
	 The Petersham Country Store welcomes thousands 
of people each year to purchase wholesome food, groceries, 
gift items, and to meet socially. The store business is a 
privately run operation that pays rental income to EQLT. 
In turn, EQLT uses the rental revenue to pay the property 
taxes, insurance and building maintenance costs. 

This historic structure was built in 1840 and run 
as a store nearly its whole lifespan. Since EQLT’s purchase 
in 2013, community members suggested and helped 
implement multiple improvements. Those include a mini-
split heater, solar panels to partially off-set electrical use, 
water filtration system that eliminates PFAS chemicals, 
emergency generator for back-up power, and an improved 
exit to East Street. 

Four Roman columns dominate the front facade of 
the building that looks out at the town common. The main 
entrance sits in the center. Today visitors must navigate 

three steps to access the building. By this summer there will 
be a new walkway system. 

As you might expect, finding an access solution 
that meets modern code while preserving the essence 
of the historic structure is challenging. After a year of 
discussions with nine major design options proposed, one 
plan prevailed and was approved by the Petersham Historic 
District Commission. A new landing at the front door will 
be built, including two steps to the parking area and two 
steps to the north. The 1:20 walkway will run south between 
the building and columns. A landing off the southwestern 
corner of the building will provide access for those using 
the walkway. The parking area will be graded and paved to 
accommodate these changes. 

Your support is needed to help fill the funding gap 
for this important access project. Financial contributions 
can be made at EQLT.org/ramp-up/ or cash deposited at 
the display in the Country Store building. Over $10,000 
is still needed to supplement the $8,000 grant from the 
Community Foundation of North Central Massachusetts for 
this worthy effort. Please be generous.

It’s exciting to know that a person’s physical 
challenges will no longer be a barrier to access at the 
Country Store building. 

Ramp Up
By Cynthia Henshaw
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Whether you are going to one of EQLT’s properties for 
hiking, mountain biking, bird watching, hunting, horseback 
riding or something else, it’s helpful to consult a map to 
scope out the trails and terrain. EQLT’s stewards are always 
looking for ways to improve our preserves, including 
adding benches, new trails, and even bog bridges, where 
needed. As a result, you can often find something new at 
many of our properties, even if you’ve visited before. 

These improvements and additions reinforce the 
importance of periodically assessing our maps and signage 
to ensure a positive visitor experience at our properties. 
One of my TerraCorps capacity-building projects – 
enhancing visitor experience and access – is aimed at 
addressing this need at some of EQLT’s larger preserves.

This fall, I partnered with EQLT volunteer, Bill Dobson, 
to take a look at the accuracy of existing maps, signage, 
and wayfinding at seven properties: Moose Brook, 
Mandell Hill, Deer Park, and Patrill Hollow in Hardwick; 
Pynchon’s Grist Mill in West Brookfield; Henry’s Grove in 
Hubbardston; and the Mass Central Rail Trail segments. It 
involved walking the trails at each property, taking a lot of 
photos and notes on what we saw, and tracking our route 
in Landscape, a data management app that EQLT uses to 
track stewardship activities for each of the preserves. In 
other words, it was something close to a “dream job”!

We took our task seriously, though, and found that 
each of the properties could benefit from updates to 
maps or wayfinding. We encountered new or rerouted 
trails that weren’t on existing maps, trails to adjacent 
properties, mismatched trail names, and trail colors on 
maps that didn’t correspond to on-trail blazes. We also 
noted worn-out or missing blaze placards and found that 
a single 8x11” map posted in the kiosks was often the sole 
wayfinding resource available at a property.

In December, I shared our findings with the Stewardship 
Committee along with a set of potential improvements 
and recommendations. These included:

•	Creating prominent property maps at kiosks with 
QR codes to EQLT’s website for downloadable maps
•	 Introducing a new trail blazing standard to mark 

specific paths and aid orientation rather than denoting 
perceived trail difficulty
•	Ensuring individual trail colors match across 

blazes, signs, and maps
•	Phasing out the use of plastic blazes in favor of 

paint
•	When possible, using colors and labeling on maps 

and signs that are color-blind friendly
•	 Introducing new wayfinding signage at key trail 

intersections
•	Ensuring all preserve maps are up to date, 

reflect the current trail system and key features, and 
incorporate the recommended color standardization
•	Making a limited number of printed maps available   

at kiosks.

The Stewardship Committee aligned on a stepwise 
plan to improve mapping and/or navigation for the seven 
properties, and all seven will be upgraded with one or 
more of the recommendations noted here, depending 
on need. For example, the Rail Trail does not require 
typical wayfinding, but we will be updating kiosk maps 
and directions to the next rail trail segment. For the 
majority, a combination of mapping updates, re-blazing, 
and intersection wayfinding will be the most significant 
changes. Materials for all but two properties will be 
semi-permanent to give the land trust flexibility to make 
tweaks to the new approach or to accommodate future 
adjustments, like new trails or boundary expansions.

Deer Park and Mandell Hill will be trial sites for new, 
more permanent wayfinding. This spring, we will be 
introducing new 4x4 wooden posts with aluminum trail 
direction signs at key junctions. By using Mandell Hill and 
Deer Park as test cases for this more formal signage, we 
will have the chance to see how well the new signs are 
received and if they are cost-effective over the long-term.  

In the immediate term, I will be revising maps and 
revisiting the properties with Bill to determine sign 
locations, orientations, and quantities, as well as capturing 
new trails in Landscape to ensure they are accurately 
mapped. Once the 
temperatures are 
more favorable 
for paint, I will 
be ready to get 
started on the fun-
stuff of rolling out 
the signage and 
re-blazing.

S i g n a g e 
and wayfinding 
are important 
n a v i g a t i o n 
features and go 
a long way in 
ensuring a fun, 
c o m f o r t a b l e , 
and safe visitor 
experience. I am 
excited about this 
project and am 
looking forward 
to making EQLT’s 
already awesome 
properties even 
more user-friendly. 

See you out on 
the trail!

Visitor Experience and Wayfinding
By Amy Trevvett



Join EQLT’s email list to get up-to-date information 
about events and activities by contacting Pattie at office@
EQLT.org or us follow on Facebook or Instagram. Here are 
few of the coming events, with more to be confirmed 
soon:

•	Who Goes There? Wildlife Tracks and Signs - Jan. 25th
•	Create your own Pysanky eggs - Jan. 26th
•	Book discussion “The Serviceberry: Abundance & 

Reciprocity in the Natural World” by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer - Feb. 6th

•	Map and Compass Reading - Mar. 9th
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Coming Events:

Geocache Scavenger Hunt
A family-friendly event for intrepid explorers of EQLT Preserves around 
the region, from April 12th - 27th. You can complete all five geocache 

searches in a day or take your 
time. Registration is $20. 

Dinner & 
Silent Auction Fundraiser
Join us for this annual celebration of land conservation in our region while greeting your 
friends and meeting new neighbors on April 26th beginning at 5:30 p.m. The evening 
includes a delicious meal and eclectic auction items to bid on. Tickets are $75.
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